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One term often used in permaculture is ‘animal tractor system’. This
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FIGURE 7.8 Self-regulating chicken-
heated greenhouse. Chickens leave
the greenhouse when it is too warm
(usually in summer) and come inside
during cold weather and at night.
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refers to using animals in your system, doing what they do best.
Chickens are used for scratching clean an area and eating weed
seeds, pigs are used for ploughing up land, goats are used to
control woody weeds, cows and sheep maintain pasture areas, and
worms work hard converting biological material to fertiliser. The
following table details some characteristics of specific animals.
(From Mars, 2007, The Basics of Permaculture Design, p.124, table 11.2).
Animal | Uses, notes Manure as fertiliser| Special requirements
Horse draft animal fair shelter
Cow milk producer, poor, slow release consistent good quality
manure feed for milk
Sheep wool or meat fair shearing
Rabbits meat, fur very good shelter, protection from
predators
Pigs meat, omnivorous poor shelter
diet
Chickens | eggs, meat good shelter, protection from
predators
Goat milk producer, good consistent good quality
need strong, feed for milk
secure fencing
PREPARED FEED
ANIMALS e ;..ET,: JFENG
I PEST CONTROL
i HABITAT
feep GENERM. HUSBANDRY
e |
BREAKDOWN
| i NEEDS
VEGETATION P,
i [ CONTROL. MPROVEMENT
b FIRE CONTROL.
= PEST CONTROL
[SUMMER. SUN ANIMALS
KEPT ouT &
NTER. SUN FUNCTIONS |- MorVe FOWER
NAXIMBED B ~ TRANSPORT
CAREAUL EAVE
e - - o g
VINES e
[ | T L1111
LEATHER F[;N““ e ot ons CM"’:&
HORN BONE MANURE BUTTER YOSRURT
o Bpne  MeAT
woor BoNE s S

Introduction to Permaculture, p.146, fig.7.1
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Mollison & Slay, 1993, Introduction to Permaculture, p.154, fig.7.8




